
This 2 day hands-on practical course is ideal for
those with little or no experience looking for some
of the general skills required to keep your home in
good condition or for a basic introduction into the
various building trades.  The course will teach you
the basic DIY skills required to tackle most
household tasks.  Should you wish to progress on
to one of our other foundation courses this will give
you a good  insight into other trades.

Home Maintenance DIY
Foundation Course
Weekdays - 9am to 5pm or

Weekend - 8.30am to 4.30pm

N o
E x p e r i e n c e

R e q u i r e d

Practical Tasks:
Use of power tools, such as drills
Use of basic hand tools such as saws, screwdrivers and levels
Use of mediums such as nails and screws
Refreshing grout in tiles
Replacing a damaged tile
Use of silicon sealants
Cutting and fixing plasterboard
Changing an electrical socket
Changing a light fitting
Fitting a dimmer switch
Wiring a plug
Use of fittings to repair burst pipes
Use of decorating fillers
Use of brushes and rollers for paint application
Preparing woodwork for final paint coat
Theory:
Correct use of numerous fixing types such as rawlplugs and cavity wall fixings
Repairing a tap washer
Removing blockages from baths, sinks and shower wastes
Draining and removing radiators for decorating and refilling
Correct use of paint types
Cleaning and maintaining tools

You will be shown as much as possible in the time allocated and will include, but
not be limited to, the following:



This 1 day practical hands-on
Floor Screeding Course is aimed
at students who have little or no
experience who wish to learn
how to level out an uneven floor.

Floor Screeding
Foundation Course

1 day -weekend - 8.30am to 3pm

Tasks will include:

• Calculating the amount of materials
required

• How to correctly mix the floor screed
using sand and cement

• Positioning battens / screeds

• Laying the floor screed to create a
smooth, level finish

Students will be working in their own bays. The aim of this Floor Screeding
Training Course is to teach you all the basic skills to screed a floor to a smooth,
level finish.

N o
E x p e r i e n c e

R e q u i r e d



Tasks will include:

• Planning and setting out for datums and fixing positions
• Use of dry and wet cutting tools
• Proper use of hand tools such as wall and floor trowels, floats and squares
• Use of beading around window reveals
• Installation of straight, diamond and half bond effects
• Use of templates/profile gauges to work around obstacles
• Use of hand scorers/cutters/tile saws/files to form radiuses/square cuts
• Use of tile beading and installation
• Use of grout floats and finishing tools
• Use of silicons and caulks for sealing
• Overview of adhesive types and uses
• Overview of tile types

On this practical hands-on course you will be
introduced to the fundamentals of tiling. This will cover
the full planning and installation stages right through to
final finish.

Based within our tiling bays you will be tiling the
walls and floor.  Within this area you will be taught
to initially plan and set out the installation, which
includes working around difficult areas and
obstacles such as sockets, pipes and window reveals.

You will learn the correct use of tiling tools, along with the use of dry and wet
cutters, as well as learning about the types of tiles, adhesives and grouts available
that will enable you to tackle most tiling projects.

You will also learn about designs that
incorporate borders, diamonds and patterns
along with practical tips of the trade, and about
tanking kits for use within showers and wet
rooms. Guidance will be given on how to
calculate the amount of tiles and adhesive
required for a project and pricing of a job.

Foundation Course
5 days Monday to Friday - 9am to 4pm or

Weekend Splitter - 8.30am to 5pm

Tiling
N o

E x p e r i e n c e
R e q u i r e d



During this practical course you will learn the correct use of tools to construct a
variety of commonly used joints such as a mortice and tennon joint, corner leg joints,
etc.  In order to practice your joints, you will be tasked with projects to complete.

This course focuses on the mastery of
hand tools, such as chisels and planes,
where practical skill is emphasised
rather than theory.

If you have any planned or ongoing
projects, your instructor will be more
than happy to provide expert advice.

Foundation Course
5 days Monday to Friday - 9am to 4pm or

Weekend Splitter - 8.30am to 5pm

Carpentry

Tasks will include:

• Making a halving and mortice and tennon joint
• Making a two panel door
• Scribing in the beading with quadrant and practice mitres
• Making up a frame to the door and fitting the door with hinges
• Cutting a lock for the door
• Building a stud partition wall
• Boarding the wall with plasterboard
• Fitting a frame into stud wall
• Hanging a door in a frame
• Fixing doorstops
• Fixing architraves
• Scribing in skirting
• Glueing timbers and fashioning an edge and a side to timber
• Sharpening chisels
• Developing skills in sawing, planeing, chiselling, sanding, hammering,

measuring and marking out

N o
E x p e r i e n c e

R e q u i r e d



Kitchen Fitting
Foundation Course

Weekend - 8.30am to 4pm

This 2 day practical Kitchen Fitting Course is designed to teach you how to
install your kitchen to achieve the professional kitchen fitters finish.  No
previous experience or carpentry skills are required to attend this course as all
aspects of kitchen fitting are covered.

Tasks will include:

• Using a router, jig and biscuit cutter
• Fitting high and low level cabinets
• Adjusting the doors
• Cutting and fitting of worktops
• Cutting and fitting of cornices and pelmets
• Cutting and fitting plinths
• Cutting out for a sink and a hob

You will also receive a demonstration and
discussion on the correct use of power
tools, circular saws, power drivers,
jigsaws and compound mitre saw.

The course will also include:

• Measuring layouts
• Planning and design
•    Reading and understanding plans
•    Basic guidelines for co-ordinating with

other trades

N o
E x p e r i e n c e

R e q u i r e d



Foundation Course
5 days Monday to Friday - 9am to 4pm

Tasks will include:

• How to set out the site
• How to calculate and measure rafter lengths
• Cutting and pitching a roof
• Cutting birdsmouth and top cuts of common

rafters
• Measuring your span in relation to your roof and

calculating run of rafters
• Cutting the angles of hip jacks
• King/crown rafters and hips
• Fixing purlins
• Purlin struts and respective birdsmouth cuts, and

other roof member cuts
• How to make templates of roof members
• Constructing and incorporating a dormer into the

roof, doubling the rafter and undertaking the
required trimming to enable fitment of a velux
window

• Gaining an understanding of different roof types

Roof Construction

This 5 day practical hands-on course will introduce you to the fundamentals of roof
construction.  With our expert instructor you will be building a complete roof from the
plate level up with a hip, gable end, dormer and velux window. You will learn how to
construct the plate level and how to calculate the pitch of a roof along with learning how
to use gauges to measure and cut roof timbers accurately to suit the required pitch.

You will learn about the tools, gauges and fixing techniques associated with roof
construction, along with tips of the trade.

Although some carpentry skills may benefit
you on this course, it is not a necessity.

N o
E x p e r i e n c e

R e q u i r e d



Foundation Course
4 days Monday to Thursday - 9am to 4pm

Roof Tiling

By the end of this course we believe that
you will be more than satisfied with the
skills learnt and have a good
understanding of the techniques required
to be able to tile or repair a roof.

The skills learnt on this course can be a very cost effective way of learning to
overhaul a roof, often avoiding costly replacement!

This hands-on practical course is aimed at teaching you many aspects of roofing.
You will be working on a specially designed mock-up roof at ground level with a
dormer and velux window.

Tasks will include:

• Fixing membrane to a roof
• Cutting, spacing and fitting battens
• Tiling a roof using plain tiles, interlocking tiles

and slate
• Pointing a gable end using undercloak
• Fitting bonnets on the hip
• Fitting a Velux window with flashing kit and slate around it
• Learn the skill of lead work:

• Fitting a lead valley around a dormer window
• Dressing and fitting a lead front apron
• Straight cut and step flashings

You will also be shown techniques on
how to carry out repairs on an existing
roof.

N o
Experience

R e q u i r e d



Plumbing

This course covers the basics of household plumbing from fitting a tap washer through to
achieving a good understanding of the hot and cold water supply systems, and a central
heating system via theory and practical hands-on experience.

You will gain practical experience on how to use compression fittings, as well as the
installation of plastic waste systems using push fit and compression connection methods.
You will be taught the correct use of alternative plumbing methods such as speed/push fit
plumbing systems and associated connectors and pipe work.  You will further gain
practical experience in the planning and installation of water supplies and waste systems
within our purpose built bathroom and kitchen environments.

Foundation Course
5 days Monday to Friday - 9am to 4pm or

Weekend Splitter - 8.30am to 5pm

This course will give you the confidence, skills and knowledge to complete your own
projects or set you on the first rung of the ladder to a lucrative plumbing career.

N o
E x p e r i e n c e

R e q u i r e d

Tasks will include:
•Installation of pipe work to a variety of sanitary wares
•Pipe forming/bending
•Soldering of copper pipes and using fittings
•Removal and re-fitting of toilet system components
•Tap re-seating
•Removal and re-fitting of radiators

In addition to the practical experience gained, you will also receive an explanation of:

•Copper, brass and plastic plumbing fittings used for domestic installations
•How copper, brass and plastic plumbing fittings work
•Conventional and combination domestic heating systems
•The hot and cold water system
•Showers, pumps, etc
•The installation of sanitary ware
•Above ground drainage
•General plumbing procedures
•Installing washing machines, dishwashers and outside taps
•Conventional taps
•How a toilet system works



2 day Electrical Foundation Course
Weekdays - 9am to 4.30pm or

Weekend - 8.30am to 4pm

This course is attendance and completion only and does not involve any exams.
Included is an assessment for suitability to progress on to any of our electrical
qualification courses.

This 2 day foundation course is for students who have little or no previous
experience or tradesmen who have not previously undertaken this type of work.
It is ideally suited to those people looking for DIY purposes, or those looking to
progress on to the 2 day Inspection and Testing Foundation Course. It covers
practical skills from applying Ohms Law and calculating correct fuse ratings to
installing and testing circuits.

Electrical Foundation

Tasks will include:

• Wiring a consumer unit
• Wiring up a ring main
• Wiring up a radial circuit
• 3 plate lighting circuit
• 2 way switching
• Intermediate switching
• Fused connection unit (spur)
• Outside light
• Safe Isolation
• Basic testing

You will achieve a basic understanding of:
• Bonding
• Earthing systems
• Safety techniques
• Standard lighting circuits
• 2 way switching
• Intermediate switching
• Ring mains
• Radial circuits
• Fused connection units
• Zone requirements and special location installations
• Calculating loading and cable sizing
• Basic testing procedures

N o
E x p e r i e n c e

R e q u i r e d





Inspection & Testing 2391-51
Electrical Qualification

City & Guilds 2391-51
5 Weekdays  - 9am to 5pm

1 Weekend & 1 Extended Weekend - 8.30am to 4.30pm

Level 3 Award in the Periodic Inspection and Testing of
Electrical Installations

Content:

Course length: 5 days (Mon-Fri) or 2 consecutive weekends (1 being an extended
weekend). Practical assessment will be arranged separately.

This course is designed for anyone who is required to conduct Periodic Inspection
and Testing of electrical Installations. This theory course is ideally suited for
students who have previously gained qualifications in initial verification and wish to
expand their skills to include reporting on the condition of existing electrical
installations. You will need to have previous experience and fundamental knowledge
of inspecting and testing of single and ideally 3 phase electrical installations. You will
need to have obtained previous electrical qualifications, able to work with minimal
supervision, work safely, able to identify faults and ensure all your work meets the
required standards. This course will enable you to update your knowledge of
techniques and legislation and gain the relevant qualification to reflect your abilities.

Designed to enable students to understand principles, practices and legislation for
the periodic inspection, testing and condition reporting of electrical installations in
accordance with statutory and non-statutory regulations and requirements.
Students will learn to underpin the application of skills of the periodic inspection,
testing and condition reporting of electrical installations.
• Requirements for periodic inspection and testing
• Safety management procedures when undertaking periodic inspection and

testing
• Requirements for the periodic inspection of an electrical installation
• Requirements for testing electrical installations during periodic inspection

and test
• Perform periodic inspection and testing of electrical installations


